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We are excited to welcome you to the 2021 Nebraska Virtual Hemp Conference

& Trade Show! We want to start by thanking you for choosing to participate in

the learning, development, and growth of the hemp industry in Nebraska. We

hope you enjoy the knowledge exchange, networking, and connections you build

over the next two days.

 

This conference features several expert representatives from the fields of Hemp

Economics, Market Opportunities, Nebraska Farm Service Agency, Product

Testing and Processing, Nebraska Department of Agriculture, and the U.S.

Department of Agriculture. We recommend that you review the agenda, take

some time to contemplate the sessions and select those that best meet your

goals for this conference. Please take the opportunity to ask questions, seek

knowledge, and further your education on the timely topics they'll be presenting.

In addition to the sessions, there will be a number of companies who will offer

insight into their specialized products and services. They are eager to share their

knowledge with you and look forward to helping you. Please reach out to them

during our networking sessions or reach out to them after the conference. They

will be glad to answer any questions you may have!

Thank you to the conference planning committee for their efforts in helping

make this event successful, and thank you to our conference sponsors, including

our major sponsors, The University of Nebraska's Institute of Agriculture and

Natural Resources, and Midwest Hop Producers, LLC. 

Without their financial and resource support, 

this event would not be possible.

During the course of the conference, we 

hope that you ask questions, forge new 

relationships, and gather useful

information to take back to your 

operations. We appreciate you taking 

the time from your busy schedules to 

join us and we look forward to seeing 

you in the future!   

 

Here's to a successful 2021!

Annette Wiles

WELCOME 
TO THE 2021
INAUGURAL

NEBRASKA HEMP
CONFERENCE!



EVENT PROGRAM

2021 NEBRASKA REGULATIONS
Trevor Johnson, NDA

10:30AM - 11:15AM DEVELOPING THE FEDERAL RULE & FUTURE FDA
DECISIONS
Greg Ibach, Under Secretary in Residence in the UNL’s
Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources

THURSDAY, MARCH 25TH

9:55AM - 10:20AM FARM AND SUPPLY CHAIN ECONOMICS
Robert Tigner, UN Extension

8:35AM - 9:15AM 2021 MARKET OUTLOOK AND BEYOND
Beau Whitney, Founder & Chief Economist, Whitney Economics

8:10AM - 8:30AM WELCOME
Mike Boehm, Vice-Chancellor INAR & Steve Wellman, Director, NDOA 

9:20AM - 9:50AM AN OVERVIEW OF THE HEMP INDUSTRY
Eswari Kalugasalam, UNO NBD

8:00AM - 8:10AM OPENING
Annette Wiles, Midwest Hop Producers, LLC

7:30AM - 8:30AM ZOOM OPEN
Log in and get comfortable!

10:20AM - 10:30AM BREAK

11:20AM - 12:15PM

12:15PM - 12:45PM LUNCH BREAK

CERTIFIED HEMP SEED AND PLANTS
Steve Pageler, Nebraska Crop Improvement Association

12:45PM - 1:15PM

WHY TESTING IS ESSENTIAL
Concetta DiRusso, PH.D Kennebec Analytical Services, LLC

1:15PM - 1:45PM

PROCESSING HEMP IN NEBRASKA
Rory Cruise, Sweetwater Hemp Company & Ag Services

1:45PM - 2:15PM

LEGAL PROTECTION FOR NEBRASKA BUSINESSES
David Bracht, Kutak Rock LLP

2:20PM - 2:40PM

2:40PM - 2:50PM BREAK



3:20PM - 4:40PM

 Chuck Bailey

 Paul Guenther

Jessi Remmers

NEBRASKA FARM SERVICE AGENCY
Working with your local FSA Office When Growing Hemp

Financing Options - Notice-835 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Insurance

EVENT PROGRAM
THURSDAY, MARCH 25TH

6:30PM - 8:00PM BUILDING THE INDUSTRIAL HEMP SUPPLY CHAIN IN NEBRASKA
Networking Session

4:40PM - 6:30PM DINNER BREAK

2:50PM - 3:20PM FINANCING & BANKING OPTIONS
David Bracht, Kutak Rock LLP

Bio Nebraska is a non-profit trade association dedicated to
supporting, promoting and growing Nebraska’s bio-

ecosystem, and connecting the bio-ecosystem to the world.
 

Learn more at: https://www.bionebraska.org/



EVENT PROGRAM

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-LINCOLN PARTNERSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES
Mark Wilkins, UNL

9:50AM - 10:30AM NEW BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT & SBIR OPPORTUNITY 
Josh Nichols-Caddy

FRIDAY, MARCH 26TH

9:30AM - 9:45AM INVEST NEBRASKA
Matt Foley

8:15AM - 9:30AM
Value-Added Producer Grant

Greg York 
Guaranteed Farm Loans
Rural Microentrepreneur Assistance Program

Deborah Drbal

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

8:00AM - 8:10AM OPENING
Annette Wiles, Midwest Hop Producers, LLC

7:30AM - 8:30AM ZOOM OPEN
Log in and get comfortable!

10:30AM - 10:40AM BREAK

11:20AM - 11:40AM

12:15PM - 12:45PM LUNCH BREAK

UNL AGRONOMY & HORTICULTURE UPDATES
Ismail Dweikat, PH.D - UNL Agronomy & Horticulture 

11:40AM - 12:15PM

UNL AGRONOMY & HORTICULTURE UPDATES
Dipak Santra, PH.D - UNL Agronomy & Horticulture

12:45PM - 1:15PM

PESTICIDE APPLICATIONS FOR HEMP
Milos Zaric, UNL

1:15PM - 1:45PM

BUILDING THE INDUSTRIAL HEMP SUPPLY CHAIN IN NEBRASKA
Networking Sessions

2:15PM - 2:30PM

2:30PM - 3:15PM

BREAK

NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
OPPORTUNITIES
Nisha Avey, NDED

10:40AM - 11:20AM

3:15PM - 5:00PM

NEBRASKA GROWER EXPERIENCES PANEL
Brad Canoyer, Rory Cruise, Dustin Krajewski

PEST & BENEFICIAL INSECTS FOR HEMP
Ruby Urban -ENREC,  & Julie Peterson, PH.D -
Entomology,UNL 

1:45PM - 2:15PM

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-microentrepreneur-assistance-program
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M i k e  B o e h m ,  V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r ,  I N A R
M i c h a e l  ( M i k e )  B o e h m  l e a d s  e f f o r t s  a c r o s s  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e b r a s k a  s y s t e m  f o r  a l l
a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  r u r a l  e c o n o m i c  p r o s p e r i t y  a n d  r e l a t e d  a f f a i r s .  H e  h o l d s
t h e  d u a l  r o l e  o f  H a r l a n  V i c e  C h a n c e l l o r  f o r  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  N a t u r a l
R e s o u r c e s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e b r a s k a - L i n c o l n  a n d  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  f o r  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e b r a s k a .

S t e v e  W e l l m a n ,  D i r e c t o r ,  N e b r a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e
S t e v e  W e l l m a n  b e c a m e  t h e  2 7 t h  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  N e b r a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  i n
D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 7 .  W e l l m a n  b r i n g s  a  b r o a d  r a n g e  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  h a v i n g
f a r m e d  i n  N e b r a s k a  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  3 0  y e a r s  a n d  a l s o  s e r v i n g  o n  v a r i o u s  a g r i c u l t u r a l
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e s  a t  t h e  f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e ,  a n d  l o c a l  l e v e l s .   A s
D i r e c t o r ,  W e l l m a n  o v e r s e e s  a l l  p r o g r a m s  o f  t h e  N e b r a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e .
H i s  e f f o r t s  i n c l u d e  w o r k  o n  a g r i c u l t u r e  p o l i c y  i s s u e s  a t  b o t h  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  n a t i o n a l
l e v e l s .

B e a u  W h i t n e y ,  F o u n d e r  a n d  C h i e f  E c o n o m i s t  a t  W h i t n e y  E c o n o m i c s
B e a u  W h i t n e y  i s  t h e  f o u n d e r  a n d  C h i e f  E c o n o m i s t  a t  W h i t n e y  E c o n o m i c s ,  a  g l o b a l
l e a d e r  i n  c a n n a b i s  a n d  h e m p  b u s i n e s s  c o n s u l t i n g  a n d  e c o n o m i c  r e s e a r c h .  

S e r v i n g  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c l i e n t e l e ,  B e a u  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  o n e  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  c a n n a b i s
e c o n o m i s t s .  H i s  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  e c o n o m i c  p r i n c i p l e s  t o  c r e a t e  a c t i o n a b l e  o p e r a t i o n a l
a n d  p o l i c y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
e c o n o m i c ,  i n v e s t m e n t ,  b u s i n e s s  c o m m u n i t i e s .  B e a u  h a s  p r o v i d e d  p o l i c y
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a t  t h e  s t a t e ,  n a t i o n a l ,  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  a n d  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a n
a u t h o r i t y  o n  c a n n a b i s  e c o n o m i c s  a n d  t h e  s u p p l y  c h a i n .

R o b e r t  T i g n e r ,  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S y s t e m s  E c o n o m i s t  E d u c a t o r ,  r e t i r e d
T i g n e r  e a r n e d  a  B a c h e l o r  o f  S c i e n c e  d e g r e e  f r o m  I o w a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ’ s  A n i m a l
S c i e n c e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a j o r i n g  i n  D a i r y  S c i e n c e .  H i s  M a s t e r  o f  S c i e n c e  d e g r e e  i s  f r o m  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i s c o n s i n - P l a t t e v i l l e  i n  A g r i c u l t u r a l  I n d u s t r i e s .

A s  a  s e c o n d  c a r e e r  w h i l e  d a i r y  f a r m i n g ,  h e  w o r k e d  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i s c o n s i n -
E x t e n s i o n  a s  a  c o u n t y  D a i r y  a n d  L i v e s t o c k  a g e n t .  R e t u r n i n g  t o  I o w a  i n  1 9 9 9 ,  h e  w o r k e d
a s  a n  a r e a  F a r m  M a n a g e m e n t  F i e l d  S p e c i a l i s t  f o r  I o w a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  T i g n e r  h a s  b e e n
w i t h  N e b r a s k a  E x t e n s i o n  s i n c e  M a r c h  2 0 0 9 .

T i g n e r ’ s  e d u c a t i o n a l  e m p h a s i s  i n c l u d e s  c r o p  m a r k e t i n g ,  c o m p u t e r  d e c i s i o n  a i d s ,
c o m p u t e r  a c c o u n t i n g ,  f a r m  w o m e n ’ s  f i n a n c i a l  a n d  r i s k  m a n a g e m e n t  e d u c a t i o n ,  c r o p  c o s t
a n d  f a r m l a n d  l e a s i n g ,  a n d  f a r m  b i l l s  a s  t h e y  a r e  p a s s e d .

E s w a r i  K a l u g a s a l a m ,  U N O  N e b r a s k a  B u s i n e s s  D e v e l o p m e n t  C e n t e r
E s w a r i  K a l u g a s a l a m  h a s  m o r e  t h a n  2 0  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  m a r k e t i n g ,
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  b u s i n e s s  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  r e s e a r c h .  S h e  h a s  a d v i s e d  l o c a l  a n d
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  C -  S u i t e  b u s i n e s s  l e a d e r s  ( f r o m  A s i a ,  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n ,  a n d  t h e  M i d d l e
E a s t )  o n  s t r a t e g i c  c o r p o r a t e  p o s i t i o n i n g .  E s w a r i  i s  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a d e  C o n s u l t a n t
a d v i s i n g  c l i e n t s  o n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x p a n s i o n  i n c l u d i n g  e x p o r t  s t r a t e g y .  S h e  a l s o  p r o v i d e s
m a r k e t  r e s e a r c h  c o n s u l t i n g  a s  p a r t  o f  N B D C ' s  S m a l l  B u s i n e s s  D e v e l o p m e n t  C e n t e r
P r o g r a m .

SPEAKERS
N E B R A S K A  H E M P

C O N F E R E N C E



D a v i d  B r a c h t ,  O f  C o u n s e l  a t  K u t a k  R o c k  L L P :  A g r i b u s i n e s s
F o r m e r  N e b r a s k a  D i r e c t o r  o f  E n e r g y ,  D a v i d  a d v i s e s  c l i e n t s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d
r e n e w a b l e  e n e r g y  o n  c o r p o r a t e ,  f i n a n c e ,  a n d  r e g u l a t o r y  i s s u e s .  D a v i d  w o r k s  w i t h
p r o d u c e r s  a n d  a g r i b u s i n e s s e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n ,  p r o c e s s i n g ,  a n d  s a l e  o f
a g r i c u l t u r e  p r o d u c t s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  l e n d e r s ,  i n s u r e r s ,  a n d  o t h e r  f i r m s  s u p p o r t i n g
a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  f o o d  i n d u s t r i e s .  B a s e d  o n  h i s  m u l t i p l e  g o v e r n m e n t  a p p o i n t m e n t s ,
D a v i d  a l s o  r e p r e s e n t s  f i r m s  o b t a i n i n g  p e r m i t s  a n d  o t h e r w i s e  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h
f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e ,  a n d  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  a n d  r e g u l a t o r s .

C o n c e t t a  D i R u s s o ,  P H . D ,  K e n n e b e c  A n a l y t i c a l  S e r v i c e s ,  L L C
C o n c e t t a  D i R u s s o ,  P h . D .  i s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  C E O  o f  K e n n e b e c  A n a l y t i c a l  S e r v i c e s
i n  L i n c o l n .  I t  i s  N e b r a s k a ’ s  o n l y  c o m m e r c i a l  l a b o r a t o r y  d e d i c a t e d  t o  p r o v i d i n g
t e s t i n g  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  h e m p  i n d u s t r y .  S h e  r e t i r e d  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e b r a s k a
–  L i n c o l n  i n  J u n e  2 0 2 0  w h e r e  s h e  s e r v e d  a s  G e o r g e  H o l m e s  U n i v e r s i t y  P r o f e s s o r  o f
B i o c h e m i s t r y .  D r .  D i R u s s o  i s  a  f e l l o w  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e
A d v a n c e m e n t  o f  S c i e n c e  a n d  a  J e f f e r s o n  S c i e n c e  F e l l o w  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A c a d e m y  o f
S c i e n c e s .  S h e  h a s  p u b l i s h e d  o v e r  1 0 0  r e s e a r c h  a r t i c l e s  a n d  5  p a t e n t s .  K A S  s e r v e s
p r i v a t e  c l i e n t s  a n d  i s  a n  a p p r o v e d  t e s t i n g  f a c i l i t y  f o r  t h e  N E  2 0 2 1  h e m p  h a r v e s t .

R o r y  C r u i s e ,  C E O ,  S w e e t w a t e r  H e m p  C o
F a r m i n g  f o r  2 8  y e a r s ,  R o r y  h a s  k n o w l e d g e  i n  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  f r o m
b u s i n e s s  b u i l d i n g  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  t o  p l a n t  a n d  s o i l  h e a l t h .  I n  2 0 1 7 ,  R o r y  b e g a n
r e s e a r c h i n g  a n d  p l a n n i n g ,  a n d  i n  2 0 2 0  e s t a b l i s h e d  S w e e t w a t e r  H e m p  C o m p a n y  a s
t h e  w o r l d ’ s  l a r g e s t  s o l v e n t l e s s  i c e  w a t e r  e x t r a c t i o n  f a c i l i t y  e x t r a c t i n g  h i g h - q u a l i t y
t e r p e n e s  a n d  c a n n a b i n o i d s .  R o r y  h a s  k n o w l e d g e  i n  g r o w i n g  a n d  p r o c e s s i n g  h e m p
a n d  i s  u s i n g  c u t t i n g - e d g e  e q u i p m e n t  t o  m a k e  t h e  p u r e s t  F u l l  S p e c t r u m  O i l s  a n d
h i g h - q u a l i t y  h e m p  p r o d u c t s .

G r e g  I b a c h ,  U n d e r  S e c r e t a r y  i n  R e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  U N L ’ s  
I n s t i t u t e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s
G r e g  I b a c h  i s  t h e  U n d e r  S e c r e t a r y  i n  R e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e b r a s k a -
L i n c o l n ’ s  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s .  H e  s p e n t  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e
y e a r s  a s  t h e  u n d e r  s e c r e t a r y  o f  m a r k e t i n g  a n d  r e g u l a t o r y  p r o g r a m s  f o r  t h e  U S D A .
H e  i s  a  f o r m e r  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  N e b r a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  a  r o l e  h e  h e l d
f o r  1 2  y e a r s ,  m a k i n g  h i m  t h e  l o n g e s t - s e r v i n g  d i r e c t o r  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ’ s  h i s t o r y .
I b a c h  f a r m s  a n d  r a n c h e s  n e a r  S u m n e r .

T r e v o r  J o h n s o n ,  H e m p  P r o g r a m  M a n a g e r ,  N D A
T r e v o r  J o h n s o n  e a r n e d  h i s  B a c h e l o r s  o f  S c i e n c e  d e g r e e  i n  P l a n t  B i o l o g y  f r o m  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e b r a s k a - L i n c o l n  i n  2 0 1 2 .  H e  b e g a n  h i s  c a r e e r  w i t h  t h e  N e b r a s k a
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a s  a  n u r s e r y  i n s p e c t o r  i n  2 0 1 4 .  H e  w a s  p r o m o t e d  t o  a
s p e c i a l i s t  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  P e s t i c i d e  P r o g r a m  i n  2 0 1 5 .  I n  M a y  2 0 1 9 ,  h e  b e g a n
a s s i s t i n g  w i t h  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  N e b r a s k a  H e m p  F a r m i n g  A c t  a n d  w a s
p r o m o t e d  t o  H e m p  P r o g r a m  M a n a g e r  l a t e r  t h a t  y e a r .

SPEAKERS
N E B R A S K A  H E M P

C O N F E R E N C E



J e s s i  R e m m e r s ,  N e b r a s k a  U S D A  F a r m  S e r v i c e  A g e n c y
J e s s i  R e m m e r s  i s  t h e  N o n i n s u r e d  C r o p  D i s a s t e r  A s s i s t a n c e  P r o g r a m  ( N A P )
S p e c i a l i s t  w i t h  t h e  N e b r a s k a  U S D A  F a r m  S e r v i c e  A g e n c y ,  b a s e d  o u t  o f  t h e  S t a t e
O f f i c e  i n  L i n c o l n .   F S A  o f f e r s  N A P  c o v e r a g e  f o r  h e m p  p r o d u c e r s ,  f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e
i n t e n d e d  u s e s  o f  G r a i n ,  S e e d ,  C B D ,  a n d  F i b e r .

P a u l  G u e n t h e r ,  N e b r a s k a  U S D A  F a r m  S e r v i c e  A g e n c y
P a u l  G u e n t h e r  i s  a  F a r m  L o a n  S p e c i a l i s t  w i t h  t h e  N e b r a s k a  U S D A  F a r m  S e r v i c e  
A g e n c y ,  b a s e d  o u t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  O f f i c e  i n  L i n c o l n .  H e  p r i m a r i l y  w o r k s  w i t h  t h e  d i r e c t
l o a n  a n d  f a r m  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t y  l o a n  p r o g r a m s .  F S A ’ s  l o a n  p r o g r a m s  h a v e  f i n a n c e d
m a n y  b e g i n n i n g  f a r m i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  b o t h  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n d  e m e r g i n g  c o m m o d i t i e s .

G r e g  Y o r k ,  M a n a g e m e n t  &  P r o g r a m  A n a l y s t ,  U S D A  R u r a l
D e v e l o p m e n t
G r e g  Y o r k  i s  a  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  P r o g r a m  A n a l y s t  w i t h  t h e  U S D A  R u r a l
D e v e l o p m e n t  A g e n c y ,  b a s e d  o u t  o f  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  H e  p r i m a r i l y  w o r k s  w i t h  t h e
V a l u e - A d d e d  P r o d u c e r  G r a n t .  T h e  V a l u e - A d d e d  P r o d u c e r  G r a n t  ( V A P G )  p r o g r a m
h e l p s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r s  e n t e r  i n t o  v a l u e - a d d e d  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e
p r o c e s s i n g  a n d  m a r k e t i n g  o f  n e w  p r o d u c t s .  T h e  g o a l s  o f  t h i s  p r o g r a m  a r e  t o
g e n e r a t e  n e w  p r o d u c t s ,  c r e a t e  a n d  e x p a n d  m a r k e t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  i n c r e a s e
p r o d u c e r  i n c o m e .
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D e b o r a h  D .  D r b a l ,  B u s i n e s s  P r o g r a m s  S p e c i a l i s t ,  U S D A  R u r a l
D e v e l o p m e n t ,  L i n c o l n
D e b o r a h  D .  D r b a l ,  h a s  b e e n  e m p l o y e d  b y  U S D A  R u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  s i n c e  M a r c h
1 9 8 9 .  U S D A  R u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  a d m i n i s t e r s  o v e r  3 0  l o a n  a n d  g r a n t  p r o g r a m s .
B u s i n e s s  P r o g r a m s  S p e c i a l i s t  D e b o r a h ’ s  p r i m a r y  w o r k i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a r e  f o r  t h e
R u r a l  M i c r o e n t r e p r e n e u r  A s s i s t a n c e  P r o g r a m  ( R M A P ) ,  t h e  I n t e r m e d i a r y  R e l e n d i n g
P r o g r a m  ( I R P ) ,  S o c i a l l y  D i s a d v a n t a g e d  G r o u p  G r a n t  ( S D G G )  a n d  R u r a l  B u s i n e s s
D e v e l o p m e n t  G r a n t  ( R B D G )  p r o g r a m s .

C h u c k  B a i l e y ,  N e b r a s k a  U S D A  F a r m  S e r v i c e  A g e n c y
C h u c k  B a i l e y  i s  a  G e o g r a p h i c  I n f o r m a t i o n  S y s t e m s  s p e c i a l i s t  w i t h  t h e  P r o d u c t i o n  a n d
C o m p l i a n c e  S e c t i o n  o f  t h e  N e b r a s k a  U S D A  F a r m  S e r v i c e  A g e n c y ,  b a s e d  o u t  o f  t h e  S t a t e
O f f i c e  i n  L i n c o l n .  I n  t h i s  r o l e ,  h e  i s  f o c u s e d  o n  h e l p i n g  i d e n t i f y  h e m p  a c r e s  f o r
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  a s s o c i a t i n g  t h o s e  a c r e s  w i t h  p r o d u c e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  F S A  f a r m
r e c o r d s  s y s t e m .



M a r k  W i l k i n s ,  P h . D . ,  P . E .  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
P r o d u c t s  C e n t e r ,  U N L
M a r k  W i l k i n s  i s  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  A g r i c u l t u r a l  P r o d u c t s  C e n t e r  ( I A P C )
a t  U N L  a n d  N e b r a s k a  C o r n  C h e c k o f f  P r e s i d e n t i a l  C h a i r .  D r .  W i l k i n s ’  r e s e a r c h
i n v o l v e s  p r o c e s s i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  b i o m a s s  t o  p r o d u c e  v a l u e - a d d e d  i n d u s t r i a l
p r o d u c t s .  T h e  I A P C  i s  a  l i c e n s e d  h e m p  p r o c e s s o r  i n  N e b r a s k a  a n d  s e e k s  t o  a s s i s t
e n t r e p r e n e u r s  t o  d e v e l o p  n e w  p r o d u c t s  a n d  p r o c e s s e s  u s i n g  h e m p  a n d  o t h e r
a g r i c u l t u r a l  c r o p s .

J o s h  N i c h o l - C a d d y ,  M B A ,  C G B P ,  E D F P ,  T e c h n o l o g y
C o m m e r c i a l i z a t i o n  D i r e c t o r
J o s h  N i c h o l - C a d d y  o v e r s e e s  t h e  F e d e r a l  a n d  S t a t e  T e c h n o l o g y  ( F A S T )  P a r t n e r s h i p
P r o g r a m  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  o f  N e b r a s k a .  T h e  g o a l  o f  t h i s  p r o g r a m  i s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e
n u m b e r  o f  S B I R / S T T R  p r o p o s a l s  ( t h r o u g h  o u t r e a c h  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t ) ;  i n c r e a s e
t h e  n u m b e r  o f  S B I R / S T T R  a w a r d s  ( t h r o u g h  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  m e n t o r i n g ) ;
a n d  b e t t e r  p r e p a r e  S B I R / S T T R  a w a r d e e s  f o r  c o m m e r c i a l i z a t i o n  s u c c e s s  ( t h r o u g h
t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  m e n t o r i n g ) .

M a t t  F o l e y ,  I n v e s t  N e b r a s k a
M a t t  F o l e y  i s  P r o g r a m  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  C o m b i n e  A g T e c h  I n c u b a t o r  a t  I n v e s t
N e b r a s k a .  A s  p r o g r a m  d i r e c t o r ,  h e  o v e r s e e s  c o m p a n y  r e c r u i t m e n t ,  f u n d r a i s i n g ,  a n d
c u r r i c u l u m  f o r  t h e  s t a r t - u p  i n c u b a t o r .  P r i o r  t o  h i s  r o l e  a s  p r o g r a m  d i r e c t o r ,  h e
s e r v e d  a s  a n  a n a l y s t  f o r  I n v e s t  N e b r a s k a  a s s i s t i n g  i n  t h e  d u e - d i l i g e n c e  a n d
s t r u c t u r e  o f  1 7  e a r l y - s t a g e  v e n t u r e  i n v e s t m e n t s  i n  N e b r a s k a - b a s e d  s t a r t u p s .  M a t t
g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e b r a s k a - L i n c o l n  w i t h  a  B . S .  i n  E c o n o m i c s  a n d
M a n a g e m e n t .

SPEAKERS
N E B R A S K A  H E M P

C O N F E R E N C E

N i s h a  A v e y ,  B u s i n e s s  I n n o v a t i o n  C o n s u l t a n t ,  N e b r a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t
o f  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t
N i s h a  A v e y  a d m i n i s t e r s  t h e  B u s i n e s s  I n n o v a t i o n  A c t  s i n c e  2 0 1 3 ,  w h i c h  m a t c h e s
a w a r d s  u n d e r  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  s u b p r o g r a m s :  t h e  N e b r a s k a  S m a l l  B u s i n e s s  I n n o v a t i o n
R e s e a r c h  a n d  S m a l l  B u s i n e s s  T e c h n o l o g y  T r a n s f e r  p r o g r a m ,  t h e  M i c r o e n t e r p r i s e
A s s i s t a n c e  P r o g r a m ,  P r o t o t y p e ,  A c a d e m i c  R e s e a r c h  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  S e e d
I n v e s t m e n t  p r o g r a m s ,  t o t a l i n g  o v e r  $ 8  m i l l i o n  i n  a s s i s t a n c e  p e r  y e a r .  S h e  r a n  t h e
A n g e l  I n v e s t m e n t  T a x  C r e d i t  p r o g r a m  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  w i t h  $ 1 2  m i l l i o n  a w a r d e d
d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e .  N i s h a  g r a d u a t e d  t h e  V e n t u r e  C a p i t a l  I n s t i t u t e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  e a r n e d
h e r  B a c h e l o r  o f  A r t s ,  c u m  l a u d e ,  i n  s o c i o l o g y  a n d  a n t h r o p o l o g y  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y
o f  N e b r a s k a .
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J u l i e  P e t e r s o n ,  P h . D .  P r o f e s s o r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n t o m o l o g y ,  U N L  
J u l i e  P e t e r s o n  i s  a n  A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  a n d  E x t e n s i o n  S p e c i a l i s t  l e a d i n g  t h e  U N L
A g r o e c o s y s t e m s  E n t o m o l o g y  L a b  i n  N o r t h  P l a t t e ,  N E .  J u l i e  a n d  h e r  l a b  c o n d u c t
r e s e a r c h  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  e c o l o g y  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  p e s t s  a n d  b e n e f i c i a l  i n s e c t s
f o c u s i n g  o n  I P M  a n d  r e s i s t a n c e  m a n a g e m e n t  i n  f i e l d  c r o p s .  W h i l e  h e r  m a j o r  f o c u s  i s
o n  c o r n ,  s h e  a l s o  h a s  d o n e  p r o j e c t s  i n  h e m p ,  h o p s ,  f i e l d  p e a s ,  a n d  o t h e r s .

R u b y  A n d e r s o n ,  L a b  T e c h n i c i a n ,  U N L  
R u b y  A n d e r s o n  i s  a  L a b  T e c h n i c i a n  i n  t h e  U N L  A g r o e c o s y s t e m s  E n t o m o l o g y  L a b  i n
N o r t h  P l a t t e ,  N E .  S h e  h a s  w o r k e d  o n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  p r o j e c t s  f o r  t h e  l a b  e n c o m p a s s i n g
m a n y  a s p e c t s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p e s t s  a n d  t h e i r  m a n a g e m e n t .  R e c e n t l y  s h e  h a s  w o r k e d
w i t h  s u r v e y i n g  i n s e c t s  i n  h e m p  f i e l d s  i n  s o u t h w e s t  N e b r a s k a .  F u t u r e  w o r k  w i l l
i n v o l v e  m o r e  r e s e a r c h  w i t h  b i o l o g i c a l  c o n t r o l  a g e n t s  s u c h  a s  e n t o m o p a t h o g e n i c
n e m a t o d e s .

M i l o s  Z a r i c ,  R e s e a r c h  A s s i s t a n t ,  U N L  
M i l o s  Z a r i c  i s  a  G r a d u a t e  R e s e a r c h  A s s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e  U N L  P e s t i c i d e  A p p l i c a t i o n
T e c h n o l o g y  L a b o r a t o r y  i n  N o r t h  P l a t t e ,  N E .  H i s  c u r r e n t  p r o j e c t s  i n v o l v e  a s s e s s i n g
i n d u s t r i a l  h e m p  s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  o f f - t a r g e t  m o v e m e n t  ( e . g . ,  p a r t i c l e  d r i f t )  o f
c o m m o n l y  a p p l i e d  c o r n  a n d  s o y b e a n  h e r b i c i d e s .  F u t u r e  p r o j e c t s  w i l l  e v a l u a t e
p o t e n t i a l  h e r b i c i d e  a c t i v e  i n g r e d i e n t s  t h a t  c a n  b e  u s e d  f o r  w e e d  c o n t r o l  i n
i n d u s t r i a l  h e m p  a n d  h o w  t h e y  m a y  i n f l u e n c e  c a n n a b i n o i d  p r o f i l e  a n d  T H C  l e v e l s  i n
p l a n t s .

D i p a k  S a n t r a ,  P h . D .  A l t e r n a t i v e  C r o p s  B r e e d i n g  S p e c i a l i s t  a n d  P r o f e s s o r ,
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r o n o m y  a n d  H o r t i c u l t u r e ,  U N L
D r .  D i p a k  S a n t r a  i s  t h e  A l t e r n a t i v e  C r o p s  B r e e d i n g  S p e c i a l i s t  a n d  A s s o c i a t e
P r o f e s s o r  o f  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r o n o m y  a n d  H o r t i c u l t u r e ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e b r a s k a
P a n h a n d l e  R e s e a r c h  a n d  E x t e n s i o n  C e n t e r ,  S c o t t s b l u f f ,  N e b r a s k a .  T h e  o v e r a l l  g o a l
o f  h i s  p r o g r a m  i s  t o  d e v e l o p  g e n e t i c a l l y  i m p r o v e d  a l t e r n a t i v e / n e w  c r o p s  f o r
N e b r a s k a  a n d  n e a r b y  s e m i - a r i d  H i g h  P l a i n s  o f  t h e  U S A .  T h e  p r o g r a m  f o c u s e s  o n  a
n u m b e r  o f  c r o p s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  a n c i e n t  g r a i n s  ( e . g .  p r o s o  m i l l e t ) ,  p u l s e s  ( e . g .  f i e l d
p e a ) ,  o i l - s e e d s  ( e . g .  s u n f l o w e r ,  c a n o l a ) ,  a n d  o t h e r s  ( e . g .  i n d u s t r i a l  h e m p ,  m i n t ) .  

I s m a i l  D w e i k a t ,  P h . D .  P r o f e s s o r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r o n o m y  a n d
H o r t i c u l t u r e ,  U N L
I s m a i l  D w e i k a t  h o l d s  a  P h . D .  i n  P l a n t  B r e e d i n g   G e n e t i c s  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
F l o r i d a .  H i s  r e s e a r c h  i n c l u d e s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  s w e e t  s o r g h u m  a s  a
s o u r c e  f o r  b i o e n e r g y ,  d e v e l o p i n g  i n b r e d  a n d  h y b r i d  o f  g r a i n ,  s w e e t ,  a n d  f o r a g e
s o r g h u m  t o  b e  u s e d  f o r  f o o d ,  f e e d ,  a n d  f u e l .  H e  i s  a l s o  w o r k i n g  t o  u t i l i z e  f e r a l  h e m p
t o  d e v e l o p  h e m p  v a r i e t i e s  t h a t  a r e  a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  M i d w e s t  a n d  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e
p o t e n t i a l  u s e  o f  K e n a f  ( H i b i s c u s  c a n n a b i s )  a n d  h e m p  f o r  s o i l  b i o r e m e d i a t i o n ,  f i b e r ,
a n d  a s  a n  o i l  c r o p  f o r  b i o f u e l .



D u s t i n  K r a j e w s k i ,  M a n a g i n g  P a r t n e r ,  N E - C O  F a r m s  &  A g r i b u s i n e s s
D u s t i n  m a n a g e s  t h e  h e m p  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  N E - C O  F a r m s ,  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e
K r a j e w s k i ’ s  f o u r t h - g e n e r a t i o n  f a r m  i n  O g a l l a l a ,  N E .  N E - C O  F a r m s  f o c u s e s  o n
C B D / C B G  h e m p  w i t h  t r i a l s  o f  f i b e r  a n d  g r a i n ,  a n d  s t r a t e g i c  p a r t n e r s h i p s  f o r
p r o d u c t i o n ,  p r o c e s s i n g ,  a n d  p r o d u c t  f o r m u l a t i o n .  A s  a  P r o f e s s i o n a l  E n g i n e e r  w i t h
a n  M B A ,  D u s t i n  g r e w  u p  i n  f a r m i n g  a n d  h a s  r e m a i n e d  a c t i v e  i n  i t  w h i l e  a l s o
p r a c t i c i n g  e n g i n e e r i n g .  N E - C O  F a r m s  s t r i v e s  t o  b e  a n  i n d u s t r y  l e a d e r  t h r o u g h
e x c e l l e n c e ,  g r i t ,  a n d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ;  c r e a t i n g  j o b s  a n d  p r o f i t a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r
f u t u r e  f a r m e r s .
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B r a d  C a n o y e r ,  O w n e r  -  C a n o y e r  G a r d e n  C e n t e r
B r a d  C a n o y e r  i s  t h e  o w n e r  a n d  g r o w e r  a t  C a n o y e r  G a r d e n  C e n t e r  i n  P a p i l l i o n ,  N E .
W h i l e  h e  h a s  b e e n  g r o w i n g  f l o w e r s ,  h e r b s ,  p e r e n n i a l s ,  s h r u b s  f o r  o v e r  1 0  y e a r s ,  h e
v e n t u r e d  i n t o  h e m p  w h e n  i t  w a s  l e g a l i z e d  i n  N e b r a s k a ,  a n d  h a s  m a n y  l e s s o n s  a n d
b e s t  p r a c t i c e s  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  n e w  f a r m e r s .  
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